The HATHUNUTS - 1964
This document was researched by and then typed, in 1964, by Alfred Ian Haythornthwaite and has been retyped by David J. Haythornthwaite in 2003. More information at the end of the document.

Haythornthwaite is a place name. That means that before surnames came into common use, around 1200 - 1400, a man would be called Richard of Hathornthwaite.
The spelling is not very important. The poor clerk trying to record a name like this, for a peasant who could not write, should be pitied not condemned, and I have found upwards of 110 different versions in the church registers so far searched. The only modern value in it is that those members who spread east to Slaidburn seem to start Hayth: and those to the west of the hill Hath:. In the older Slaidburn register the spelling varies, but in the fair copy made by William the verger they mostly seem to be Hayth:

The current descendants of the Blackburn-Burnley tribe all use the 'y' and the current non-immigrant stock round Caton and Quernmore omit it. The pronunciation all over the fell today is Hathunut.
The 1961 Ordnance Survey spells Upper & Lower Wyersdale two ways, so why be fussy?

Hagthorn is the old Norse for Hawthorn, and Thwaite means a clearing. We didn't come over with the Normans, we were here before those uncivilised barbarians landed. The stock was probably Norse, mixed with Angle. Lancaster was a civilised place in Roman days, and there are relics of a Christian Church there before they left in 410 A.D. The road from Lancaster to Dunsop Bridge through the Trough of Bowland is so direct that I believe it to have been a Roman. It is a known packhorse route of considerable age, and it passes within a mile of the hamlet of Hathornthwaite, near Abbeystead. At the Dunsop end it could have joined a known Roman road running SSW through Newton. There was general chaos when the Romans pulled out, and from about 530 A.D. to 886 when King Alfred defeated the Danes, this district was part of the Saxon kingdom of Mercia, ruled from Chester.

King Alfred made it a dukedom, and married his daughter Elfleda to the first duke Etheldred, one of the family of the former Mercian kings.

After the Norman Conquest, Roger of Poictou was in charge of Lancaster then William Earl of Morton & Warren. On his death King Richard 1 (1189-1199 gave it to his brother John, Count of Mortain, later King John.

An Earl at this time was a district governor under the king, not a hereditary title. The forest of Lancaster ran over the Yorkshire border to the west, and included Wyresdale and Hathornthwaite. This was a hunting forest established early by the invaders, and the charter sold to the inhabitants by Count John, and confirmed soon after he became king in 1199 is still in existence. This just about enabled the survivors of the Norman oppression to live. It permitted houses to be built, underwoods and wastes (waites?) to be improved and ploughed, timber to be cut, and dogs for herding to be kept without paying heavy penalties.

King John's son Henry 111 made his younger son Edmund Crouchback the first Earl of Lancaster. "The Honour, Earldom, Castle and Town of Lancaster, with the cow-pastures (vaccaries) and forest of Wiresdale, Lownsdale" and others more distant. "The Honour" was a baron's landholding under the feudal system, "Fief" was a knight's holding. There were twenty vaccaries in Wyresdale of which ten were occupied by the earl's cattle.

Edmund Crouchback's son Thomas was the second earl, and from him in 1322 Jeffrey de Cover rented the vaccary of Haghthornthayt (2022½  acres) for 5s/6d a year; William de Haghthornthayt the vaccary of Emodes (546½ acres, now Emetts) for 3s, and Richard de Haghthornthayt the vaccary del Abbey (1635 acres, now Abbeystead) for 5/6d. (27p)

This is the first record, so far found, of it being used as a surname, though in 1212 William son of Waldue rented Heathonthwait from his nephew Henry de Redman, for 2/- (10p), which was paid to the monks of Furness for lights for their church of Furness. Note that William was not known by a surname, and the "g" indicates the Norse origin.
Richard de Haghethorntwait was fined 4d (2p) on 5 March 1325 for not attending a court.

In 1360 John of Gaunt was paying £4 a year for the Chaplain of Wyresdale. The Chapel of Over Wyresdale is 3/4 mile west of Abbeystead, and was rebuilt in 1773. There is no record of the start of the original building. In November 1541 William Hawthurnthwaite of Troughtonbroke (T' Rowton Brook House, 1 mile SSE of Quernmore Church ?) was under enquiry by the commissioners of Henry VIII.
Apparently the Mayor and Burgesses of Lancaster went to their common in Quernmore Forest, impounded stray cattle, and left a guard. '' Upon  the morning next after, being the feast of Corpus Christi, William Hawthurnthwaite ... (and others) did come to the said fold with long staves and brought with them a writing which they said was a replevie, and they hanged the said writing upon a gatepost of the said fold". They refused a request by the guard to wait while they got someone who could read, and took their cattle out,
At the hearing Richard Hathurthwaite of Tarnebrook gave evidence claiming ancient grazing rights, and Hathurthwaite "56 years of age" also gave evidence. For the prosecution it was said that fifteen years previously the wife of Edward Hathurnthwaite of Troughton Broke had paid a fine of 3d  (1p) for the release of cattle.

Queen Elizabeth I confirmed the Church's monopoly of religion through​out the country, with the right to baptize, marry and bury. The church probably encouraged the belief that without these services an afterlife was uncomfortable. At the same time she thought they should do something useful, and decreed that these offices should be recorded. Thomas Cromwell had made a similar order in 1538, and by 1597 many churchmen had been so lax that Elizabeth decreed the old registers should be fair-copied into parchment books, and a copy sent to the bishop, starting with the first year of her reign,

This means there is little record of family connections before 1558, and a lot of gaps, through faded and lost registers, since then. Prior to that date it is a matter of luck, finding an old will, tenancy roll, land tax list, court record etc.

The earliest church registrations I have found are a baptism 1567 and burial 1573 at Tatham,  marriage 1564 at Aldingham. The early registers had little detail, mothers of the baptised for instance, were not considered important enough to record, nor were addresses. Parishes were small, every​one knew where they lived, so why bother to write it down?

Working backwards, I have compiled a tree, which I believe to be reasonably complete and accurate back to Richard baptised at Slaidburn in 1732.
He was the son of Richard of Harden farm, no mother registered. His father most probably was the Richard living at Sykes farm that married Jennet Parkinson in 1716. In fact this is the only Richard marriage I have found that fits at Slaidburn, or anywhere else.
The question is where were his other children baptized, who should have been born between 1716 and the Margaret who died 1725 at Harden? They usually started a family soon after marriage with annual increments.

Harden and Sykes are in the Trough and both nearer Whitewell Church than Slaidburn. Whitewell  records from 1713 are available at the Public Record Office, Preston, but the only Haythornthwaite up to 1750 is Richard, son of Edward and Lettis baptized 15 October 1749.
The Toleration Act was passed in 1689 and he may have been a Papist, or left home for a better job after his marriage, and before turning up again at Harden.

There was a James married 1671 Slaidburn, raising a family from 1672, at Sykes, Deal Head and Slack.
He could have been Richard (m.1716)'s Grandfather; Father is stretching it a bit.
There was also a son of James born at Staple Oak, baptized 2 May 1700, but his name in the original register is illegible, and left blank in the copy. If this link can be found, I have a couple of hundred baptisms before 1700 to carry it farther back. 

Dale Head Church has been closed since the new (?) reservoir was made.
It was under St. Andrew's Slaidburn, where the registers 1853-1936 are kept. There are four baptisms and three marriages in them, which I have not yet copied, and I doubt that this church was built much earlier than 1853.

St. Andrew's registers start in 1653. There might be earlier "Bishop's Transcripts" at Ripon or Chester.

Slaidburn is reputed to have had a vicar in 1215, and a Christian colony surviving under the Danes. The "Hark to Bounty" Inn there is also reputed to be the oldest Inn in the country, being 11th century.

In later years Slaidburn was generally Church of England, Newton Village Quaker, and Dunsop Papist.
They were a long way from the King's men, and missed a lot of trouble.

In Cromwell's time, 1649-1660, church weddings were, to say the Least, frowned upon, and in Lancaster united before the Mayor or a Justice of the Peace. Many Vicars were ousted by Puritans having too much faith, too little charity, and the records suffered, as well as the buildings. This tribe in the 16th/18th centuries were mostly farmers of some kind, the times and district left little choice, though there were tradesmen in Lancaster. They ranged from landed gentry down to Francis buried at Tunstall March 1634, "peregrini pauperis".

Mrs. Ellen Hathornthwaite of Dinkling Green, Little Bowland, was an eighteenth century surgeon of renown, she charged 12d (6p) a week. Possibly the isolation, fresh air, and the cleanliness of a farmer's wife could well have been copied by the townies.

The Rev. Mr. Richard Hathornthwaite died 30 June 1725 and was buried at the Chapel of 'Wiersdale. He may have been incumbent there. So far I have not had the opportunity of checking.

At Catshaw Hall there was a. fairly wealthy, Family, with the Will of William proved ill 1592.
John registered as a non-juror in 1717. His nephew John succeeded him, but died unmarried and his Will was proved in 1766.
He had six sisters, one being Mary, wife of Liichard Leckonby of Leckonby House, Great Eccleston, and of Hothersall Hall, whose son William Leckonby inherited the Catshaw estate.

Catshaw Hall was also a Roman Catholic "Mission Station", a place where priests to the "English Mission" could stay on their travels in more or less security. Henry Ash was buried at Lancaster "11 April  1648, a prisoner charged to be a Romish priest". Between 1548 and 1646 fourteen Papist priests and laymen, mostly Lancashire men, were executed on the Moor at Lancaster, several being quartered and exposed on the pinnacles of the turrets of the present gateway towers. Gallows up to 1799 were on what was then known as Lancaster Moor, in front of the present workhouse, at the start of the Trough road.

James Hathornthwaite of Marshaw was described as a very considerable man in those parts in 1664. It is possible he sold his estate to his cousin, Oliver Guy, to save it from confiscation by the Roundheads. Marshaw is now a large group of farm buildings at the western end of the Trough of Bowland.  Catshaw is hidden from the road, but will be found on a map one mile SW of Abbeystead.

The ideal family in those days was John of Catshaw, with his six sisters, who could be married off successfully to neighbouring gentry. At the other end, six brothers could not all inherit an estate, though the younger ones might get a portion. This would become a lot less when they in turn each had six children. After a couple of generations some of the cousins would finish up as farm labourers.

The Enclosure acts, 1801/36/45 did not help the smaller men. There were country wide crop failures in 1841/2. I have been told of a cattle plague around Slaidburn by my older relatives, and a smallpox epedemic at about the same time.

Blackburn grew from 12,000 inhabitants in 1801 to 63,000 in 1861. With grief in the country and booming industry in the towns, it was no wonder many Haythornthwaites moved out, and in the, following genera​tions a great many found prominence in their new environment.

Edwin James b 1863 was Town Clerk of Stoke Newington and Finsbury.

Ephraim b 1873 was managing director of Haythorrnthwaite Bros. Ltd. weavers, Burnley, followed by his three sons.

Thomas b 1875 and Walter b 1877 were T. Haythornthwaite & Sons Ltd. weavers, Burnley, and later Haythornthwaite & Sons Ltdj, The makers of the famous "Grenfell" cloth. Son Eric followed. 

Richard b 1843 went to Vasa, Finland., to start up a weaving mill, and stayed there as manager till he died.

Two of his sons, Frank Richard, and Oscar Herbert, were directors of E. & G. Hindle Ltd. spinners and weavers, Blackburn, one of the largest in the town. Two grandsons George Ephraim and Alfred Ian were also directors later.

A third son was Charles Walter, of Haythornthwaite & Norris, chartered accountants, Blackburn.
His son, Charles William was killed flying in the war, 1944.

William b 1889 was acting head of Arnold School, Blackpool.

William b 1892, his cousin, was twice chairman of Poulton​ Le Fylde Town Council.

Ellen b 1894, MBE, Governor of Blackpool Collegiate, president WVS. , etc. Married R.0. Nickson J.P.

Rev. T. Hathornthwaite was incumbent of St. Anne's, Lancaster 1864-1875.

Rev. John Parker b 187? was Principal of St. John's College Agra, and Rector of King's Langley.
His son, Lieut Richard Meade was killed in action, 1915.

Lt. Col. Gerald T.D., Dip Arch, FRIBA., MTPI, architect at Sheffield, President of the National Parks Association.

And to add a bit of glamour, Joan Hawthorne, the well-known actress was born Haythornthwaite.

William b'1863, verger at St. Andrew's Slaidburn, was very kind to me when I started searching there nearly forty years ago.
In fact, wherever Haythornthwaites get together on genealogy "William the Verger" is remembered.

His only son William Ralph died in action 1914/18 war.
His daughter Eleanor (m.Waterworth) is organist at St. Andrew's and must be the last Haythornthwaite in Slaidburn.

(For errors and omissions I apologize)

When you started reading this, perhaps you hoped you were descended from Royalty. You may be, but be thankful you are healthy.
If you want connecting with the peerage, remember that three quarters of the peers have been created since the accession of Queen Victoria for services rendered, so don't just sit there, do something.

Before Feb 1961 Alfred Ian Haythornthwaite lived at Clayton Manor, Clayton-le-dale Nr. Blackburn, Lancashire and later at
17 Heath Court, Heath Rd. Brixham, Devon. Ian was active in tracing the roots of the Haythornthwaite name until his death in 1974 and the information which he gathered formed the beginning of the genealogy tree shown on this website and documented in the word document by Peter Kenway Haythornthwaite. The above document originally finished with a list of Haythornthwaites, beginning with Richard of Sykes b.1679 and stretching to the late 1800’s.

The data that Ian collected has been added to and refined by the work of his son Carl Haythornthwaite, Peter Kenway Haythornthwaite and Kathryn Margaret Yates (nee. Sutcliffe) to whom we all owe many  thanks.

David  J Haythornthwaite (b. 31 May 1944)

