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Born March 1st 1829 at Hollings 2 miles north of Slaidburn York. My parents went over Bowland Notts (Knotts) to begin farming a place named Slated House 
, about 1½ miles south of Austwick and about 5 or 6 miles west of Settle, the farm would keep about 30 head of Cattle besides ploughing one field each year to sow with corn which was usual with all farmers at that time to maintain their families with oat meal the year round. I remember some rather bad years when the weather was bad the meal was nearly black and quite unfit for food but we had to have it or nothing. We seldom see flour at that time. Farmers from 1832 to 1840 had hard times. The Cattle Plague was prevalent, and we lost many of our stock. Our various farm produce we took to Settle market  New butter 9d per pound and new laid eggs about 20 to 36 for 1 s/ . New milk 1 per quart. But anything we could not produce was very dear we had to pay 10d per pound for sugar and it was very dark brown looking at that time. ½ lb per week had to fit us. The wages of servants was very low a good man would get about £10 per year and keep &c. Young women often for food and clothing &c. But amidst all those hard times my good parents found the means to give me a little schooling very few in those days had this chance. It was Eldoreth School I went to   Old Joe Brown was the School Master a strict Master I thought at that time. Reading writing and arithmetic He taught us. We had to walk each Sunday two and two about 16 of us (boys only) to Clapham Church about two miles through the fields   I see the Railway now go right over the spot were the school stood, of course I see another school was erected close by. I shall always have pleasant recollections of Eldoreth school as the last time I was in was the Coronation of the late Queen Victoria when all the scholars and the People from miles round was given a Grand Time and Tea and Entertainment, and a gold Coin to mark the important event. I had to begin work on the farm but losses and crosses 
 caused us to Remove to a smaller farm 
 near Newton in Bowland we was only there a short time and in the Autumn of 1841 we came to Furthergate 
 in Blackburn. We brought 3 cows with us but very soon the family of 7 
 of us was stricken down with sickness and all went even some furniture to enable us to live. We were very low and poor indeed the Cotton Trade was in a poor way at that time   But I had to go and learn to Weave. I passed the Doctor when 12 years of age, no short times then, my first place was Mr FredricK Forrest - a Weaving Shed at the bottom of Harwood St. on the East side we went down a lobby to it. We started at 6 a m and worked until 7.30 p.m each day except Saturday when the engine stopped at 4.30 and then l hr was allowed to clean the machinery &c 70 hrs per week but with all this time and hard work not much money was got say 8 or 9 shillings per pair of looms my wage when I became a competent tenter 
 but it took a long time to merit it, was 4s/2d per week. This looked a lot to me and was thankfully Recieved at my home were our family was 7, and the only income at that time. Many times during the winter of 1841 one penny worth of butter had to Fit one Week

In the Month of May 1842 I got two Looms (Side Looms) they were at Rodgett & Brierley Factory Furthergate there was no weaving shed there at that time. The Looms was in the Bottom Story on the Ground Floor it was ½ looms and ½ card preparation on the North and the Looms on the south side. My 2 looms was under the window. The Looms was very slow. No Weft stops - motion and we had the temples to shift and the picks of weft or strength of cloth to regulate. this was very difficult to do where perfection was required, and it was all wanted at this place. 8 or 9 shillings off two looms and 70 hours to work for it. But trade was bad all over Lancashire there was disturbances turnouts Riots, plug drawing 
 and stopping the Mills &c   I remember one Monday Morning Crowds of People began to come from Burnley, Colne Bury & other places   The Accrington Road and Burnley Road was crowded with all sorts of people coming to Blackburn until about Noon there would be about 8 or 10 Thousand in Furthergate and Factory.   about 12.30 pm up comes a large force of Horse and Foot Soldiers, and in less than 10 minutes the Mill and Furthergate was entirely clear, they run in every direction some through the Canal, the Horse Soldiers galloping after them. and each soldier was catching the intending plug Drawers all that Monday afternoon about 40 soldiers made a large ring just opposite the Wellington Inn Furthergate. and they kept catching and bringing them in the soldiers guarding them until night when they caught perhaps 120 all the soldiers then formed in order and Marched the 120 prisoners away & locked them up. It was reported some of them was severely dealt with.

This plug drawing had been going on for some time in Bury & Colne District and the Authorities in our Town very likely had been warned of their object to visit Blackburn on this day. And so they trapped the plug Drawers and thus let us hope ended the plug drawing for ever.

But to see such a large Multitude of people run all over the Country & the soldiers after them was a sight I shall never forget.

But the end of this evil did not improve trade low wages & dear food &c But the improvement in all Cotton machinery made much progress from 1842 to 1850. To the looms there was addopted the patent Weft fork which caused the loom to stop on failure of the Weft. Also the possitive take up motion which made the Cloth uniform &c. The self acting temple was also added to the Looms, those three grand improvements along with other minor alterations caused the Weaver to produce 25 per cent more and better Cloth

I may say that during those years I got good learning at Bottomgate School at nights But, of course I went to the Sunday School also Mr. Ths Duxbury was our Teacher and Superintendent  We had to go to Church in Procession every Sunday to the Parish Church 
 The vicar one part of the time was Dr. Whittaker a very able man - so far learned, some people said that no one could understand him (But that would only be a joke I suppose) However what with the Night and Sunday schools and the pleasant gatherings and tea parties which the Teachers was often arranging made those few years of my life most pleasant to look back upon.

In 1846 or l 847 the factory hours was reduced from 70 to 60 hours per week but even that did not mend the Cotton Trade and in 1848 things was awful a great reduction in wages took place in this year   I may say that I escaped much of this hardship because I had the good fortune to get work at old Johnny Pembertons at Bottom of King Street and his business qualities kept his work going nearly the whole time of course I had to walk Night and Morning from Furthergate to King St Bridge.  it was a three story Building weaving in every room the building stands there yet.

Mr Pembertons began to Build their Roe Lee Mill nr cemetry in 1851 things was begining to mend up now many Weaving Sheds was being erected about this time. One of these was Wm. Birtwistle & Com - Stanley St Mill Green Bank.

I began weaving here in 1852, in 1853 I was made overlooker 
 
 got 45 looms. Soon after I got a full sett of Looms and worked on them until the American War or Cotton famine which begun in 1860 We wove all the warps out and the Mill was stopped for over 4 years. Of course when I got a full sett of looms I also got a large House 
 High Rent & Taxes to pay which entitled me to vote for Members of Parliament which in those days caused you to be looked upon as rather high up in the world. At this time 1853 the Cotton Trade was good no unemployed. Weavers scarce, although 10 hours less to work each week   The improvement of the steam loom caused their earnings to be 20 per cent more than in 1842   It was in those years from 1850 to 1860 the working classes became more thoughtfull they begun the Co operative store system, Bottomgate Daisyfield Grimshaw Park & Blakely Moor and others all started in those years. Co operative Mills was also begun during those years. Encouraging reports from the Rochdale Pioneers & other places caused about 12 of us (sons of these 12 1 hope all living yet) to begin in a small way   We bought a moderate large quantity of groceries &c at wholesale prices, and then after a few weeks we divided the profits which was so encouraging that we went on in this way for some time & then we took a empty shop near Hopwoods Arms at the end of Ordinance St  We engaged old James Folds an old gardner a nice honest man and opened every night at 5.30 pm and went on for a few months and did very well   We soon became a registered Com. and kept the old man on. very soon had Hundreds of members & paid large dividends each quarter. but the time came when the old man was not quick enough. So we advertised for a first class man, and we got what we thought a diamond. But our profits very soon began to grow less each quarter until there was nothing for us as divi so we cleared him out & the man went right away to Bolton & began shopkeeping in a big way for himself   We said this was out of our money. They got another good man, and with better safe guards for honesty the store along with many other stores which had sprung up are still prospering. The Working was not content with Co operative stores only a few cotton mills was begun here & there in Blackburn one weaving shed in particular I shall always remember that was the Green Bank Manufacturing Company   About 10 or 12 Managers and others at the begining of 1859 started a Com got 3 or 4 hundred share holders took a plot of land about half way between the Canal Bridge at Green Bank and Gorse Bridge at the north side of the Canal - Large sums of hard-earned money was subscribed from people far & near. James Cunningham was the Mayor of Blackburn in this year 1859 and it was arranged that on a certain Saturday afternoon the Mayor & a good part of Blackburn Corporation along with the Directors and share holders, Bands of Music & Flying Colours should walk in procession to lay the foundation stone for the mew Mill, the day was fine a grand procession Marched to the place the Mayor laid the Stone. Some Gold & Silver Coins & Various papers was laid under this Corner Stone many encouraging speeches was made More shares taken up and the Building proceeded with in great haste but unfortunately at the begining of 1860 the America War broke out and the whole of the Lancashire Mills or nearly so was obliged to stop - & this went on for nearly 4 years. but of course the Directors had got moderate of money before the War started, and the building was proceeded with in great haste - But through the work people being out of work, the time came when they could not pay their shares up   But the erection of the shed went on quietly and was practically ready for Weaving Machinery in 1862  But like many others the Directors could not stir. But in the year 1864 things began to brighten up a little and the Company made an effort to get some money from the Shareholders and Credit at the bank &c  They ordered Machinery and Advertised for a Manager I was one of the applicants and was selected out of 49 others who offered themselves for the post. My salary had to be 35 shillings per week to be improved according to Merit this was in April 1864  The Winding and Warping and Sizing Machinery began to come the Looms following on They took an order for 10,000 39 37½ 16x15 8's shirtings 30s T & 32W The price they got was 19/6 per piece the yarn cost two shillings and one penny a pound, to be delivered in June & July   the looms began to come quick and with so many of the Shareholders being out of work they came to help me gets up the looms and would have no pay, only they got the first looms. With this Voluntary help from the Shareholders & Directors &c I was enabled to have all the 136 looms working in perfect order without any other assistance or cost to the Company  The last 10 loom I remember we made an extra effort to get them before 6 o'clock one Saturday afternoon and from those 10 looms we got woven one perfect 84 shirting before the following Monday night. Now all seemed going grand, good average 12s/ per pair But about 3 weeks after this one Saturday about 1 am o clock in comes the Baliffs - sent from some Manchester yarn Agents wanted pay the Account due &c &c this was a terrible knock down blow to us all. Such a sensation all through Blackburn all sorts of reports  Some said the manager had robbed them, others said he had no experience &c &c  The directors called a lot of meetings with a view to get Money. But did not succeed so well, all confidence was lost for the present and they had borrowed all they could at Banks and elsewhere. A temporary settlement was made and all the l 0,000 piece order completed & the looms all empty   In the meantime they got various firms of Auditors to thoroughly look the affairs of the Com up   The first to examine the Books was a Blackburn Firm But they could find nothing wrong not the slightest although they were sitting 8 days at the Hopwood Arms Bottomgate.

The Shareholders was not content with this report but got an eminent firm from Manchester and they sat nearly two weeks at the same place but this firm like the others could find nothing wrong. But in both Cases a good profit was the result from the time the Mill began working,  But where had the money gone every one kept asking and another firm of Accountenants was got from Manchester & those also was at Hopwood Arms for nearly 2 weeks   But only with the same result   Could find nothing wrong but a good profit had ben made from the Firms working. A great sensation & much ill feeling had been going on the District during this time  The Machinest & Tradesmen was anxious for their accounts and they began to try to make the unpaid shareholders pay up their arrears but those Share Holders had been made aware of their responsibilities and sold their goods or changed their names in order to avoid paying their Shares up. Of course the Directors was included in the above lot. I dare say many are still alive who will remember what I am now saying.

Many old people put the whole of their lifes savings into this Concern, and never afterwards saw one penny. many of my Relations and friends was amongst the sufferers.

Nearly all the Share Holders know that sufficient money had been paid into the Concern to make it a succes and were the money had gone was a great Mistery no one could solve.

Many meetings was held to see what could be done but all to no use.

However the time came when it was decided to wind the Concern up the man appointed to do this was a Blackburn accountenant named Harry Edge  This begun his work in a proper way each Bill or Settled Account he went to were it had been paid to see if they aggreed. He very soon discovered a very serious leakage. Many of which all the other Auditors had taken to be right he found out to be forgeries £1000 in one bill had been robbed from the Concern. Nearly all the accounts extending over 5 years which was paid to the Contractors & various other Tradesmen was carefully examined with the result that the Com had been defrauded to the extent of £10,000 from the commencement 1859   This was quite a sensation in the district. the secretary of the Com was the man who had done all this wrong and he got transported for 10 years 

The discovery of this wrong doing was a great relief to myself and also the Directors because some people said the Manager and Directors had robbed the Share Holders. But how strange it looks that three different firms of first class Accountenants should be investigating the affairs of the Com and find nothing wrong and then for Mr. Edge the man selected to Wind the Com up to find the Com robbed of £10.000 surely is an incident not to be forgotten in a life time   if the Secretary could have paid back half the sum he had stolen £5,000 they would have let him free and the Com would have gone on all prosperous. but he could not, and of course served his 10 years Many Tradesmen and Machinests never got paid for their goods, neither did nay one shareholder ever receive one penny back again. After some time the concern came into the possession of Mr Porter who has worked it ever since   It has still retained the name of Co op

I may say that soon after the Baliffs came which was 1864 I was engaged to work for John Dugdale & Sons and is with them now 1906

� Births of James (1830), John (1832), Hannah (1834) and Elizabeth (1837) were at Low Kettlebeck 2½ miles south of Clapham. Jane (1839) was born at Slated House.


� John 	b. 20/12/1832 	d. 24/3/1839.


  Elizabeth 	b. 11/2/1837 	d.13/3/1839.


� Grace	b. 18/11/1841 at Gibbs, near Newton.


� In 1862 at date of death of Richard, the family lived at 70, Furthergate.


� Richard & Ann, William (1820), James (1830), Hannah (1834), Jane (1839), & Grace (1841). Richard was not born until 1844.


� Tenter is Lancashire dialect for someone who tends a piece of machinery e.g. a loom, boiler or engine. At Bastfield Mill, before it closed in 1961, we had an `Engine Tenter' - the engine mechanic. Weavers `tented' looms, whilst the loom mechanic was a `Tackler'. The Boiler stoker was called a `Firebeater'.


� Factory Textile Machinery at this time was either water or steam powered. In either case, the factory depended on its own reservoir for supply of water. `Plug Drawing' was therefore an act of sabotage to remove the reservoir dam plug and drain down the water supply, hence preventing machinery operation.


� Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin, now Blackburn Cathedral.


� Occupation given as Overlooker on birth certificate of Jane Ann, his eldest child who was born in 1855, address given as 62 Stanley Street.


� An Overlooker is the Lancashire term for a supervisor, in this case of weavers. The `Head Overlooker' was the Weaving Shed Foreman, reporting to the Manager.


� At death certificate of his Father his address is 18 Stanley Street.


� Thomas Lund, sec. Blackburn Co-op Spinning and Weaving Co. was sentenced to transportation for 10 years penal servitude for forgery, July 17th 1865. 





7

